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Introduction to
Fire Inspector | Certification

Each individual seeking certification within the Kansas Fire & Rescue Training Institute, the
University of Kansas, Certification System must submit an application and the appropriate fee to
secure entrance into the system. Candidates are given one year in which to complete the certifi-
cation process. An application form is included in this document and may be used and/or dupli-
cated at the local level. Applications forms may also be downloaded at: http://www.kuce.org/
fst/

A list of current fees may be obtained by calling 785-864-4790. Purchase orders from cities/
organizations will be accepted. Kansas Fire & Rescue Training Institute will not “bill” individuals
for the certification fee. Checks or credit cards are accepted from individuals. Upon receipt of the
application and fee, the candidate will be scheduled into a specific exam site as requested or the
candidate may select an exam site from the schedule on the KUCE website.

Applicants may register for an exam site at the time of application by completing the appro-
priate block on the application form. Candidates requesting a specific test site should contact
Kansas Fire & Rescue Training Institute at (785-864-4790) to confirm that they have a reserved
place at the exam.

Certification candidates are given two (2) attempts at each component, written and practical.
If the candidate takes either component of the exam two (2) times without passing, the candidate
is required to resubmit a certification application form as well as an additional certification fee
before being scheduled to retest a third time.

Candidates failing the written exam are responsible for notifying Fire Service Training of
their desire to retest and enroll at the next scheduled exam that has available space. Candidates
may not take the written exam more than once per day.

Candidates are responsible for all of the skills required by the applicable standard during
the practical exam project. An exact list of specific skills is included in this study guide. Candi-
dates should be prepared to test on any skill outlined in the standard.

Practical skill exams are graded on a pass/fail basis. Candidates must successfully com-
plete 70% of the skill components within the practical exam project, to receive a passing grade
for the practical exam. Each candidate is allowed two (2) attempts at the practical skill project.

Candidates failing the practical exam are responsible for notifying Kansas Fire & Rescue
Training Institute of their desire to retest by preregistering for another regularly scheduled exam.

Candidates may not take the practical exam more than once per exam day.

An official picture ID must be shown for admittance to a written or practical exam.
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Certification Flow Chart for
Fire Inspector |
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Fire Inspector | NFPA 1031-2003

Prerequisites:
Candidates seeking certification, for Fire Inspector |, within the Kansas Fire & Rescue Training
Institute Certification System, the University of Kansas, must meet the following:

1. Residency and Membership requirements as stated in Section 12, “Certification Policies” of
the Criteria and Procedures document published by Kansas Fire & Rescue Training Institute.

2. Candidate must be competent in all objectives listed in:
» Chapter 4.2 in NFPA 472-2002 Standard for Professional Competence of Responders to
Hazardous Materials.

3. Candidate must be competent in all objectives listed in:
» Chapter 3 in NFPA 1031-2003 Standard for Fire Inspector Professional Qualifications.

Written Examination:

The Fire Inspector | written certification exam contains seventy-five (75) true and false and/or
multiple choice questions and is based on knowledge objectives listed in NFPA 10371-2003
Standard for Fire Inspector Professional Qualifications and Chapter 4.2 of NFPA 472-2002
Standard for Professional Competence of Responders to Hazardous Materials Incidents.

The Fire Inspector | candidate must also complete two written correspondence activities as part
of the written exam. Candidates are required to score a minimum of 70% on each component.

Practical Examination:

The Fire Inspector | practical certification exam is based on objectives listed in

NFPA 1031-2003 Standard for Fire Inspector Professional Qualifications Chapter 4 and Chapter
4.2 of NFPA 472-2002 Standard for Professional Competence of Responders to Hazardous
Materials Incidents. Candidates are required to score a minimum of 70% on the practical exam
project.

References/Textbooks:

Fire Inspection and Code Enforcement, IFSTA, 6th Edition
Hazardous Materials for First Responders, IFSTA, 2nd Edition
North American Emergency Response Guidebook, Current Edition

SEE APPENDIX A of this document for Emergency Response to Terrorism, Student Manual,
FEMA, 1997 Edition, pp. in student manual 1-4 to 1-11.
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Inspector | Written Exam Study Guidesheets

Standard: NFPA 1031, Standard for Fire Inspector Professional Qualifications, 2003 Edition

References: The Reading/Study References listed below represent references from which
certification exam questions are taken.

Unless otherwise noted all references listed below are from
IFSTA, Fire Inspection and Code Enforcement, 6th Edition

Section Subject &
NFPA Objective Number

Reading/Study Reference

Read Glossary
Administration
4.2 .1

Permits

422

Plan Review

423

Complaints

424

Identifying Codes
425

Legal Proceedings
4.2.6

Occupancy Classification
4.3.1

Occupancy Load
4.3.2

Egress

4.3.3

Construction Type
4.3.4

10/04 KF&RTI

pp. 447-454

Complaints, Enforcement: pp. 11-14
Conducting Inspections: pp. 30-36
Records, Files: pp. 4042

pp. 17-22

pp. 289-297

pp. 11-14

pp. 12-17 and pp. 379-380

pp. 11-14

pp. 120-125

pp. 145-150

pp. 30-32, pp. 65-66 and pp. 138-155

pp. 5670 and pp. 115-117



Inspector | Written Exam Study Guidesheets Continued

Standard: NFPA 1031, Standard for Fire Inspector Professional Qualifications, 2003 Edition

References: The Reading/Study References listed below represent references from which
certification exam questions are taken.

Unless otherwise noted all references listed below are from
IFSTA, Fire Inspection and Code Enforcement, 6th Edition

Section Subject &
NFPA Objective Number

Reading/Study Reference

Suppression Systems
4.3.5

Alarm Systems

4.3.6

Portable Extinguishers
4.3.7

Recognizing Fire Hazards
4.3.8

Comparing Plans to
Existing Systems

4.3.9

Emergency Planning
4.3.10

Access

4.3.11
Storage/Handling
4.3.12

Code Compliance
4.3.13

Fire Growth

4.3.14

Determining Compliance
4.3.15

Water Supply

4.3.16

10/04 KF&RTI

pp. 159-192, pp. 204-219 and pp. 452453

page 90, page 172 and pp. 266-307

page 93, page 174 and pp. 229-248

page 23, page 40, pp. 50-51 and pp. 75-97

pp. 27-30, pp. 67-90 and pp. 289-293

pp. 151-155

pp. 34—36 and pp. 135-138

pp. 230-233, pp. 322-339, pp. 341-354 and pp. 361-363

pp. 99-102, pp. 316-317, pp. 347-348 and pp. 356-357

pp. 42—-72, pp. 100-102 and pp. 447-452

page 12, pp. 31-41 and pp. 140-141

pp. 204-225
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Written Exam Study Guidesheets

Standard: NFPA 472, Standard for Fire Fighter Professional Qualifications, 2002 Edition

References: The Reading/Study References listed below represent references from which
certification exam questions are taken.

Hazardous Materials for First Responders, IFSTA, 2nd Edition, 2nd printing

Section Subject & Reading/Study Reference

NFPA Objective Number , , o
Hazardous Materials for First Responders, IFSTA, 2nd Ed., 2nd Printing

Read Glossary pp. XXii to xxix

Detecting Hazardous
Materials
4.2.1 pp. 5-9, pp. 40-58, pp. 63—-76, pp. 91-94 and pp. 175-197

Surveying the Incident
4.2.2 pp. 54—64 and pp. 72-76

Collecting Information
4.2.3 pp. 45-50, pp. 63-90 and p. 141

Written Exam Study Guidesheets

Standard: NFPA 472, Standard for Fire Fighter Professional Qualifications, 2002 Edition

References: The Reading/Study References listed below represent references from which
certification exam questions are taken.

Emergency Response to Terrorism, Student Manual, FEMA, 1997 Edition

Section Subject & ]
NFPA Objective Number Reading/Study Reference

Detecting Hazardous
Materials
4.21 pp. in student manual 1-4 to 1-11
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Written Exam Study Guidesheets

Standard: NFPA 472, Standard for Fire Fighter Professional Qualifications, 2002 Edition

References: The Reading/Study References listed below represent references from which
certification exam questions are taken.

Hazardous Materials for First Responders, IFSTA, 3rd Edition, 1st printing

Section Subject & Reading/Study Reference

NFPA Objective Number , , o
Hazardous Materials for First Responders, IFSTA, 3rd Ed., 1st Printing

Read Glossary Read all pages in glossary section

Detecting Hazardous
Materials

421 pp. 9-12, PP. 156-169, pp. 184-187, pp. 195-200,
pp. 200-207, pp. 216-218, pp. 252-254, pp. 287-288,
pp. 445-449, 522-525 and 593.

Surveying the Incident
422 pp. 32-35, pp. 156-169, pp. 211-214, pp. 241-244,
pp. 249-258 and 374-377

Collecting Information
4.2.3 pp. 156-159 and pp. 216-218
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Fire Inspector | NFPA 1031 - 2003
Practical Exam

Candidate’s Name DOB:

Fire Dept.

Daytime Phone#:

Any candidate seeking certification for Fire Inspector | within the Kansas Fire & Rescue
Training Institute, the University of Kansas Certification System must meet the following re-
quirements:

1. Residency and Membership
» Must be at least 18 years of age
» Be a current member of a Kansas fire, emergency responder or allied professional organi-
zation.
* Must be a resident of the state of Kansas or live in a border area and serve on a Kansas
Fire Department.

Residency is not required if the candidate is a member of the armed services of the United
States. Individuals not meeting these requirements who seek Kansas certification should submit
their requests for individual exceptions to the Fire Service Training Certification Manager.

2. The candidate shall meet the requirements of Section 4.2 of NFPA 472 Hazmat Awareness
Analyzing the Incident.

3. Candidate must be competent in all objectives listed in NFPA Standard 1031 for Fire Inspector
Professional Qualifications Chapter 4.

Practical Exam:

The Fire Inspector | Certification Project (practical exam) is based on the NFPA Standard 1031
for Fire Inspector Professional Qualifications, Chapter 4. Candidate are required to score a mini-
mum of 70%.

References/Textbooks:

Fire Inspection and Code Enforcement, IFSTA, 6th Edition
Hazardous Materials for First Responders, IFSTA, 2nd Edition
North American Emergency Response Guidebook, Current Edition

SEE APPENDIX A of this document for Emergency Response to Terrorism, Student Manual,

FEMA, 1997 Edition, pp. in student manual 1-4 to 1-11.
Local Codes and Ordinances

10/04 KF&RTI 13



NFPA 1031-2003 Inspector |
Performance Test Item 1

Written Correspondence-Response to Inquiry
Read: pp.

Candidate’s Name:

Percent Required to Pass: 70% (4 of 6)
Objective: NFPA 1031-2003, Chapter 4, 4.2.2(B), 4.2.3, 4.2.4(B), 4.2.5

Tools/Equipment/Setting:

Read to Candidate

Given a sample inquiry regarding applicable codes, standards and local ordinances, you will be required to draft a
written response. The written correspondence must be clear, concise and accurately reflect applicable codes, stan-
dards and local ordinances use by the authority having jurisdiction. Please proof your written correspondence and
return it to the evaluator.

[X] Successful completion of all steps within 30 minutes

[ 1st Attempt | | 2nd Attempt | | Skill Checklist
P F P F

Candidate drafted written response to inquiry

1. Objective 4.25(B)
Listed codes and standards which applicant will have to comply by edition and
sections.

2. Objective 4.2.4(B)
City office and contact name provided for additional information on local
ordinances.

3. Objective 4.2.2(B)
Information provided on applicable permits and city office where they can be
obtained.

4. Obijective 4.2.3(B)
Description of the plans review process of authority having jurisdiction.

5. Objective 4.2.2(B)
Written correspondence was clear, concise and accurate.

6. Other useful information provided

Evaluator’s Signature: Date: P F

Evaluator’'s comments on reverse side if candidate fails
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NFPA 1031-2003 Inspector |
Performance Test Item 2

Written Response-Violation of Ordinance
Read: pp.

Candidate’s Name:

Percent Required to Pass: 70% (3 of 5)
Objective: NFPA 1031-2003, Chapter 4, 4.2.2,4.2.4 and 4.2.5

Tools/Equipment/Setting:

Read to Candidate

Given a sample complaint regarding the violation of a local ordinance you will be required to draft a written response
to the person filing the complaint as well as the person in violation of ordinance(s). The written response must be
clear, concise and accurately reflect applicable codes, standards and local ordinances used by the authority having
jurisdiction. Please proof your written correspondence and return it to the evaluator.

[X] Successful completion of all steps within 30 minutes

[ 1st Attempt | | 2nd Attempt | | Skill Checklist
P F P F

Candidate drafted written responses

Objective 4.2.2

1. Correctly identified problem reported by person filing complaint
Recognized the need for a permit
Communicated permit requirement in accordance to policies utilized by the
authority having jurisdiction

Objective 4.2.4

2. Investigated complaint
Initiated process approved by authority having jurisdiction

3. Provided complaint resolution written correspondence to person filing com-
plaint and person in violation.

Objective 4.2.5

4. Correctly identified and documented applicable code or standard so that
applicable document, edition and section are referenced.

5. Written correspondence was clear, concise and accurate

Evaluator’s Signature: Date: P F
Evaluator’'s comments on reverse side if candidate fails
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NFPA 1031-2003 Inspector |
Performance Test Item 3

Inspection Report-Inspect a New or Existing Building
Read: pp.

Candidate’s Name:

Percent Required to Pass: 70% (13 of 18)
Objective: NFPA 1031-2003, Chapter 4, 4.2.1, 4.3.1 through 4.3.16 and 4.3.2

Tools/Equipment/Setting:

Read to Candidate

Given a building inspection form and related documents, you will be required to perform a fire safety inspection on a
business or industry within your jurisdiction. The inspection must be performed so that all deficiencies are discov-
ered, noted and communicated in your inspection report. To complete this activity you may use a locally adopted
code or the current NFPA 101 Life Safety Code. If you choose to use any other building code other than NFPA 101
please include copies of the pages in the code that you reference in your report. Select three elements that are not
in compliance and draft a written communication to the owner indicating what is wrong and what action needs to be
taken to bring the element(s) into compliance.

[X] Successful completion of all steps within 30 minutes

| 1st Attempt | | 2nd Attempt | | Skill Checklist

P F P F
Objective 4.2.1

1. Prepared inspection report from field inspection that is clear, concise
and accurately reflected the findings of the inspection in accordance to
applicable codes and standards.

Candidate filled out inspection form which included the following:

2. Objective 4.3.1 Correctly identified occupancy classification.

3. Objective 4.3.2 Correctly calculated allowable occupant load.

4. Objective 4.3.3 Noted all egress elements in compliance.

5. Objective 4.3.4 Used field observations, drawings, notes to give
accurate building description that included height,
area dimensions, construction type and construc-
tion materials.

6. Objective 4.3.5 Determined operational readiness of automatic
sprinklers, kitchen hood systems, and their docu-
mented maintenance.

7. Objective 4.3.6 Determined operational readiness of fire detection
and alarm systems, documented maintenance.

8. Objective 4.3.7 Determined operational readiness of portable fire
extinguishers, documented maintenance.
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NFPA 1031-2003 Inspector |
Performance Test Item 3 Continued

Inspection Report-Inspect a New or Existing Building
Read: pp.

| 1st Attempt | | 2nd Attempt | | Skill Checklist Continued
P F P F

9. Objective 4.3.8 Document in writing common industrial/commercial
equipment, processes and operations are conducted/
maintained in compliance with codes.

10. Objective 4.3.8 Document in writing heating, ventilation, air condition-
ing, other building service equipment is being used in
accordance to code.

11. Objective 4.3.9 Compared approved plan to installed fire protection
system. Identified any modifications to the system.
Documented modifications in writing.

12. Objective 4.3.10 Documented in writing that emergency plan/pre-
paredness measures are in place and have been
practiced.

13. Objective 4.3.11 Documented in writing appropriate emergency
response vehicles have access to the site. Indicated
all deficiencies and corrective actions in writing.

14. Objective 4.3.12 Documented in writing that flammable and combus-
tible liquids are being stored, handled and used in
accordance to code.

15. Objective 4.3.13 Documented in writing hazardous substances or
materials are being stored, handled and used in
accordance to code.

16. Objective 4.3.14 Documented in writing hazardous conditions in the
building and estimate the fire growth potential.

17. Objective 4.3.15 Determined code compliance

18. Objective 4.3.16 Verified fire flows are in accordance with applicable
codes. Must show work sheet.

Evaluator’s Signature: Date: __P___F

Evaluator’'s comments on reverse side if candidate fails
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Appendix A

Excerpts from:
Emergency Response to Terrorism, Student Manual, FEMA,

1997 Edition, pp. in student manual 1-4 to 1-11
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